
 

PETS AND YOUR SUCCULENTS: WHAT 

YOU SHOULD KNOW  
MCG Staff 

While we certainly don’t recommend letting animals eat your succulents, most species pose 

little risk to cats and dogs. Animals instinctively tend to avoid eating most succulents, as they 

just don’t smell or taste very appetizing. Even deer usually only take a little nibble before 

spitting them out and moving on. That said, as a responsible pet owner it's important to know 

which house plants are safe and which could be toxic if ingested by a curious cat or dog. Read 

on for all the details. 

  



PET-SAFE SUCCULENTS 
Good news for succulent fans who also love animals: most succulent varieties are 

completely non-toxic! Below are our five favorite varieties that pose absolutely no risk to 

our furry friends. 

 

 

SEMPERVIVUM TENDER SEDUM & HYBRIDS 

  

 

 

 

ECHEVERIA HARDY SEDUM HAWORTHIA 

   

https://mountaincrestgardens.com/echeveria/


POTENTIALLY TOXIC SUCCULENTS 
Please note, the toxicity levels of all succulents are still under research and more varieties 

than those described below could also cause an adverse reaction.  

 

ALOE 

Aloe vera is known 

for soothing burns 

on humans, but it is 

not a good idea for 

your animals to 

nibble on these 

plants. The gel of 

the Aloe is fine to 

apply on both 

human and animal 

skin but should 

never be ingested 

by people or pets. 

Aloin, one of the 

toxic chemicals in 

these plants, is a 

bitter, yellow liquid 

found just beneath 

the outer skin of the 

leaves. 

Symptoms: lethargy, vomiting, diarrhea, red urine  

Sources: ASPCA, UC Davis Veterinary Medicine 

https://mountaincrestgardens.com/aloe-vera
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants/kalanchoe
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/ccah/dogs/toxic-plant-garden.cfm
https://mountaincrestgardens.com/aloe-vera


EUPHORBIA 

Euphorbia are known as milk plants because of the white latex sap inside their stem. 

Unfortunately, this sap can be highly irritating to skin and toxic to animals if ingested.  

Symptoms: mouth 

irritation, stomach 

pain, vomiting, 

diarrhea 

Sources: ASPCA, Pet 

Poison Helpline 

  

https://mountaincrestgardens.com/search-results?q=euphorbia
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants/pencil-cactus
https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/?s=euphorbia
https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/?s=euphorbia
https://mountaincrestgardens.com/search-results?q=euphorbia


JADE 

Jade Plants(Crassula) are rubber like plants that are famously hard to kill. Unfortunately, 

Jade leaves can be toxic to cats and dogs if consumed. 

Symptoms: lethargy, 

clumsy movements, 

dry-heaving, vomiting 

Source: ASPCA 

  

https://mountaincrestgardens.com/crassula-jade/
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants/jade-plant
https://mountaincrestgardens.com/crassula-jade/


KALANCHOE 

Kalanchoe are prolific tender succulents and a good choice for novice plant owners, but you 

may want to keep them out of reach from dogs, cats, and birds. If ingested, Kalanchoe can 

irritate your pet's mouth or cause moderate digestive distress, though it may take a nywhere 

from 12 hours to five days for symptoms to show. 

Symptoms: oral 

irritation, drooling, 

vomiting, diarrhea 

Source: DVM360 

  

https://mountaincrestgardens.com/kalanchoe/
http://veterinarymedicine.dvm360.com/toxicology-brief-kalanchoe-species-poisoning-pets?id=&pageID=1&sk=&date=
https://mountaincrestgardens.com/kalanchoe/


SANSEVIERIA 

Mother-in-Law's Tongue or Snake Plant ( Sansevieria) has a sharp bite that can be dangerous 

for small animals. The contain saponin, a toxic, bitter compound that causes stomach 

irritation. 

Symptoms: 

lethargy, nausea, 

vomiting, diarrhea 

Sources: Journal of 

Intercultural 

Ethnopharmacology, 

ASPCA, Pet Poison 

Helpline, NC State 

University 

  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5429084/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5429084/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5429084/
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants/mother-laws-tongue
https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/poison/mother-in-laws-tongue/
https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/poison/mother-in-laws-tongue/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/all/sansevieria-trifasciata/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/all/sansevieria-trifasciata/
https://mountaincrestgardens.com/search-results?q=sansevieria


SENECIO  

Senecio feature a high diversity of shapes and growth habits. There is evidence to suggest 

that String of Pearls (Senecio rowleyanus) is toxic if ingested, though other species of Senecio 

may cause problems as well. 

Symptoms: lifelessness, 

vomiting, diarrhea 

Sources: Oregon 

Veterinary Medical 

Association, UC Davis, Pet 

Poison Helpline 

https://mountaincrestgardens.com/senecio/
https://mountaincrestgardens.com/senecio-rowleyanus-string-of-pearls
https://oregonvma.org/care-health/safety/poisonous-plants
https://oregonvma.org/care-health/safety/poisonous-plants
https://oregonvma.org/care-health/safety/poisonous-plants
http://ucanr.edu/sites/poisonous_safe_plants/files/154528.pdf
http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/poison/string-of-pearls/
http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/poison/string-of-pearls/
https://mountaincrestgardens.com/senecio-rowleyanus-string-of-pearls


 

If you suspect that any of your pets has eaten one of these plants, call your vet immediately. 

Other great resources include the ASPCA and the Pet Poison Helpline. Whoever you consult, 

be sure to correctly identify the ingested plant. 

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control
http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/

